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SUBJECT: SOUTH KOREA'S OBSERVER OFFICE APPROACHES POSSIBLE 
REACTIVIATION OF ROK’S UN MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION WITH 
EXTREME CAUTION 

1 . OFFICERS OF REPUBLIC OF KOREA (ROK) OBSERVER OFFICE 
APPROACH WITH MUCH CAUTION THE POSSIBILITY OF REACTIVATING 
ROK'S UN MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FOLLOWING ANTICIPATED 
ADMISSION OF VIETNAM. IN COMMENTING TO US MISOFF ON THIS 
SUBJECT JUNE 3, THEY UNDERLINED BELIEF THAT CAREFUL ADVANCE 
PREPARATION OF GROUND AMONG PERMANENT MEMBERS OF UN SECURITY 
COUNCIL (UNSC) WOULD BE ESSENTIAL FOR APPLICATION TO 
SUCCEED. IN THIS CONNECTION. THEIR CURRENT UNSC VOTE- 
COUNT ON PROCEDURAL QUESTION OF ADOPTING AGENDA ITEM 
ON ROK'S APPLICATION FALLS SHORT OF NEEDED NINE AFFIRMATIVE 
VOTES. (US, UK, FRANCE, CANADA, AND FRG WOULD SEEM ONLY 
CERTAIN AFFIRMATIVE VOTES.) THIS LEAVES ASIDE THE VIRTUAL 
CERTAINTY, UNDER PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES, OF SOVIET AND 
CHINESE VETOS WERE THE AGENDA ITEM TO BE ADOPTED. ROK 
OFFICERS CONSIDER THAT AN ILL-PREPARED REACTIVATION 
COULD STIMULATE UNDESIRABLE DEBATE ON KOREA AT THE UN 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY. THE CONSIDER LESS UNLIKELY, HOWEVER, 

APPROPRIATE ROK STATEMENTS REEMPHASIZING DESIRE FOR UN 
MEMBERSHIP. 
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